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Building a Museum That Satisfies All People:

Taking the Museum of Anthropology at Nanzan University as an Example
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Abstract: The Museum of Anthropology at Nanzan University, established in 1949, was completely
renovated in 2013 and introduced a new type of exhibition called “touchable display”. The opportunity for
this came from the author’s resonance with Mr. Hirose Kojiro’s idea of a “universal museum”. The word
“universality” is meant to be accessible to “all”, so we have identified the visually impaired, who have the
greatest difficulty in accessing museums, as our main target group. In order to make the museum accessible
to the visually impaired, we need to conquer many obstacles meanwhile maintaining exhibition materials.
Nevertheless, I believe that the idea of a “universal museum” could be an opportunity to bring about a

dramatic change in the museum format, which has always been visually oriented.
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