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Art Features and Social Implications of Sports Decorations on Ceramics: A
Case Study on Ming Dynasty Children Playing Patterns

CHEN Lihe, ZHU Liepeng, HUANG Qianmei
(Department of Physical Education and Military Training, Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, Jingdezhen 333403, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract: A case study has been carried out on the history, art features, social and psychological implications of Ming Dynasty
children playing patterns on ceramics. Artistically, these patterns are mainly painted in underglaze blue or contrasting colors, with the
compositions of the figures in different settings, depicted in styles varying from realistic to abstract. The late Ming patterns tend to gradually
diminish the settings and focus more on human activities, their minimized compositions highlighting the beauty of sports, human health, and
art construction, showing a greater value of appreciation, artistry and aesthetics. The children playing patterns on ceramics of Ming Dynasty
represent a wide range of sport activities for children during this period. They also express people’s wishes for good fortune in officialdom,
business, prosperity and fertility. The changes in the images of children reflect the social vicissitudes of Ming Dynasty. The study on the art
features and social implications of the subject of sports on ceramics in Ming Dynasty is intended to give inspirations to the contemporaries, to
encourage more interdisciplinary explorations and diversified development of ceramics, which will enrich the content and form of ceramic culture.
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Fig.1 Lacquered plate with the colored painting of children in
stick fight, the period of Three Kingdoms

E2 S EEHSHZ6SHEE)
Fig.2 Bamboo hobby horse dance (Unearthed from Mausoleum
#36 of Wei and Jin period in Foyemiaowan, Dunhuang)
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E3 THERERLE R A
Fig.3 Blue and white porcelain shard with children playing go, early
Ming Dynasty

BE5 MR, JEFEERIMOE.MKER
Fig.5 Blue and white wine vessel with children flying kites, playing
with herbs, etc., Yongle period of Ming
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Fig.7 Pot in contrasting colors with children practicing martial
arts, Chenghua period of Ming

E4 RESEEXRSIBRZI-PAHK
Fig.4 Blue and white cup fragment with children dancing to music,
Hongwu period of Ming

E6 WMo EHERYE AEE
Fig.6 Blue and white plate with children riding bamboo hobby
horses, Xuande period of Ming
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Fig.8 Cup in contrasting colors with children flying kites,
Chenghua period of Ming
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E9 =S REIR LA AL
Fig.9 Cup in contrasting colors with children playing with herbs,
Chenghua period of Ming

E11 IR S8R ANME PIERX
Fig.11 Blue and white box with mother and child spinning a top,
Longging period of Ming
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E13 /M5, SESHERYEE HAH
Fig.13 Blue and white box cover with children riding bamboo
hobby horses, playing with herbs, etc., Wanli period of Ming

E10 W DERERYRE ARE
Fig.10 Blue and white jar with children riding bamboo hobby
horses, Jiajing period of Ming

B2 GEEEEReE. AR
Fig.12 Blue and white bowl with a child practicing a halberd,
Wanli period of Ming
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Fig.14 Commercial blue and white bow! with children playing Cuju,
Chongzhen period of Ming



$£40%5 F21H

BRFF % AREEFEMEERRIIGHERFHER TS RIE - 267 -

TR TR TR AR, A E R S L
H¥ R4, WA ARMLIERE, FEZT
A0 CPRPVUR . SRR R R

AR A =TT DI A, SURBHARKE %4
JRH SR, TEiERHE IS PR ERARS
AR . YT AU B4 7 A6 SRR b KUK T
AARRECATERR SRR, REANYRRR D, WK
RIG, BEMPFREMGER, XA RIS
SRWE TR, BORYE, WAL B E AL
PRSI EZR SRS, B LM, 2%
frgER, EXEHRTER, LRI
VIL, ShfEmiasiisl, b SR 2 N ik
AR, LSRN, SRR, ZEESE
Aikik, WHEAEFEL, ZERZSHAEME T EE
SRR TR 5 WIBATRI I 75 A2
LR GHELE AL, (HERAT R IR e, ASF
BT RERE, AR NP TR s W s
W, BOROUR S HI AR, TIEREERE,
WNATEE 2, EEEHE, (HREXITR
AR, WERZRZMER; YRR, 5%
BB ER B E AL, HE R, HE
REEL, BEUIm, JoIRZoRmle, L Ny
REEIRSE; BT HAE RGBT
Brokshy, H ARzt LR L, JRREL
HRE, BUEE, =2k, muJI T HEsEsR
LR M AR ENTES, BEAR" . A8
A R LTI LU RERS N S A E A% B AR B T 3
ist, TR LE, DI R G SR E,
SRR TR AN 2R, PR R E A 1
R, PERE R E R, R ) LA
W, LS HIRMEZ I, FEAH A iR
KT Fik, FAHEESHBIGEARRA T, Wi

E15 SIFH. IR B L B R
Fig.15 Polychromed jar with children in competing game,
Chongzhen period of Ming
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Fig.16 Blue and white bowl with children practicing martial
arts, late Ming
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E17 BBRESEER PAKRED
Fig.17 Commercial blue and white porcelain shard with
children playing Cuju, late Ming to early Qing

E18 B/, SEEEXTAFEMYUEBMEFE A RERE
Fig.18 Unfolded blue and white painting on porcelain bowl of sixteen children playing sports — riding bamboo hobby horses, playing with herbs,
etc., Yongle period of Ming
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