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On Qian Xuesen’s Contribution in Cultivating the Talented in
Aerospace Engineering: The Case of “The Group of Four”

Wang Chunhe

(Department of Corporate Culture of China Aerospace Science & Technology Corporation, Beijing 100048)

Abstract: Qian Xuesen has always paid close attention to the cultivation of talents. As the founder of
China’s aerospace engineering, he drew up the blueprint for establishing scientific and technological teams in the
field of aerospace engineering. In his research works in aerospace engineering he himself trained the talents who
can take the leadership and undertake the important tasks. This paper discusses Qian Xuesen’s ways of training tal-
ented persons in aerospace engineering by introducing his graduate students team—*“the group of four” and also
makes further reflections on his approaches. The growing process of “the group of four” indicates that the cultiva-
tion of talented persons not only requires the school education but more importantly depends on the practical en-
gineering experiences and the knowledge and teaching from their supervisors.
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