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Abstract: As a significant cultural medium in the digital era, online games have transcended their mere entertainment function
to evolve into novel platforms for social interaction. Addressing the social issues arising from the deficiency of ethical values in
current online game design, it becomes imperative to embed ethical values within game frameworks to regulate and guide
players’ moral decision-making and behavioral patterns. Discipline, reinforcement, and experiential engagement provide three
implementation pathways for ethical integration in online game design. At the disciplinary level, by synthesizing the “virtual
body” identification theory, game design can be optimized through balanced regulation of gaming order and immersive
experiences. In the reinforcement dimension, adopting a computational perspective enables the quantification of moral behaviors,
with reputation value systems serving to implement bidirectional reinforcement (positive/negative) of players' moral behavioral
tendencies. Regarding experiential dimensions, contextualized interactive designs shift players from passive acceptance of moral
values to proactive engagement in moral decision-making and reflective practices. When taken together, these three dimensions—
discipline, reinforcement, and experience—can be interwoven into a cohesive whole, ultimately heightening the enjoyment and
depth of the gaming experience. More importantly, this synergy can guide players toward a more conscious and voluntary
adherence to moral standards. By seamlessly integrating ethical value systems into entertaining virtual experiences, it becomes
possible to achieve the much-desired outcome of “education through entertainment”, thereby realizing a twofold success:
enhancing the player’s enjoyment while simultaneously cultivating ethical awareness and responsible behavior.

Keywords: online game; ethics embedment; discipline; reinforcement; experience



