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Table 2 The development process of trade and tourism in Chung Ying Street
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Construction of Transbodering Social Community Beyond the Border Control
System of Hong Kong-Shenzhen: A Case Study of Chung Ying Street
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Abstract: From a social constructionist perspective, borders should not be simply stabilized into fixed lines. In-
stead, borders are socially constructed. The functions, meanings and features of borders can be continuously
(re)constructed through the interactions between political authorities and social subjects. Besides, social sub-
jects are far from a unitary and homogenous group. People of different social identities have accorded abun-
dant and unique meanings to borders. After reform and opening up, the tourism commercialization process of
Chung Ying Street between Hong Kong and Shenzhen, China, occupies important positions in the daily bor-
der-crossing practices of different social subjects in Chung Ying Street area. Drawing on in-depth interviews,
participant observation and textual analysis, this paper chooses the case of Chung Ying Street area. Based on
the theoretical insights of social construction, this paper explores both the complex interactions between differ-
ent social subjects during their everyday border-crossing practices and the control mechanism of the border
space. This paper finds out that under the context of institutional transition and social transformation in the
1980s, the tourism commercialization process of Chung Ying Street offered extra chances for residents to par-
ticipate in cross-border small-scale trading. In this way, the identities of both residents and cross-border
small-scale traders in Chung Ying Street were highly integrated. Reasons for such a high degree of syncretism
can be summarized as follows: on the one hand, the identity change from residents to formal traders was
stopped by interference. On the other hand, it was a simple and practical approach for the residents to become
small-scale traders. Furthermore, with a background of the transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong as well as
the set-up of market economy system in the mainland during 1990s, the declining economy of Chung Ying
Street precipitated the separate identity of residents and small-scale traders. However, the latter were still able
to take advantage of the residents’ cross-border passes to conduct informal economic practices. To sum up, the
innovative contributions of this paper lie in two aspects. On the theoretical level, this paper suggests that the
identity integration and separation of social subjects implies their agency in response to the changes of border
landscapes. During such responses, each individual tends to make every possible use of the border rights em-
bedded in the ‘potential disparity structure’ of identity. The utilization of identity discrepancy becomes a com-
mon character shared by different social subjects. On the empirical level, this paper points out that the enact-
ment and implementation of Hong Kong-Shenzhen border control policy should be premised on the under-
standing of the status quo and evolution process of the ‘potential disparity structure’ of identity in the border

space.

Key words: border construction; borderland; social construction; border control; Chung Ying Street area



