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A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE EUCLEID LATO[A LEPIDA
’ S (CRAMER)

Wu Juun-FEN  HUANG ZENG-HE
(South China Agricultural College)

The eucleid Latota lepida (Cramer) is a serious pest of many crops. It is widely
distributed in China. It has 2—3 generations each year in Guangzhou, Guaudong Pro-
vince. Winter is passed as matured larva within its coccoon. The eggs are laid in
masses on the underside of leaves and hateh after 5—7 days. In general, there are
6—8 larval instars, and larval development lasts 30—48 days. The larvae are gre-
© garious in the initial stages but sequently disperse. Pupation period varies from 16 to 97
days. Mating takes place on the next day after adult emergence and oviposition begins
on'the following day. The adults live for 4 to 8 days. The larvae are susceptible to a
granulosis virus. It often reaches epizootic levels in natural populations. It is an im-
portant factor in regulating population of this pest.

The effective measures to control the larvae are spraying with Dipterex, Dichlorvos,
Malathion, Fenitrothion, Pyrethrins or granulosis virus of Latota lepida.





