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Fig.2 The distrbution of ciies and towns in Yichun « »
2 1990 ’ ’
Table 2 Changes of size srudure of ’
Yichun’ s urban system in 190s —— N
199 199 P
1.49 1.21 1990 )
0.55 0.55
2
(10* ) 3.29 3.60
— P=308319R" 73, P= 283792R~ 105, ’ ’
r’= 0. 885 = 0.770 ( 3)
2
, , 1990
) > 9 ”
2 K
3
Table 3 Differences and their changes in development between the south and north Yichun
(10* ) (10* ) (%)
1990 199 1990 1999 199 199
3.8 39.1 19.9 27.0 51.3 69. 1
7.1 7.8 22 3.0 30.4 385
8.7 84.4 70. 1 7.7 80.8 83.8
( ) 57.1 56.2 44.0 4231 77.0 85.6
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132.6 131.3 92.2 100. 7 69.5 76.6
( ) 9.9 95.3 63.9 75.1 66.6 78.8
( ) 36.7 36.0 28.3 25.6 77.1 711
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An Example of Marginalized Region: Evolution of
Yichun Urban System and Its Strategy

XIU Chur-liang, YUAN Jia dong

( College ¢ Urban and Emironmental Sciences, Northeast Normal Univesity, Changchun, Jilin 130024)

Abstract: This study is based on a series of field investigation works that were done specially in the early and late
1990s. Yichun is situated in the border area of northemn part of Heilongjiang Province, and in the hinterland of Xiao
Hinggan Mountains. Its sociat economic and urban systems are formed with the large-scale exploiting of Xiao Hinggan
Mountains forest reserves. In the regional development in the 1990s, its process in economy and living pattern has
been falling behind the mainstream regions, and Yichun was increasingly becoming a marginalized region. A series of
changes in the urban system had taken place: (1) Urbanization level was superficial high, and the population contir-
ued concentrating. (2) Resources and locations were the decisive factors of town s increasing, stagnating or falling.
(3) Central city was still weak, urban size structure was proportionate, but the rank size relativity fell. (4) As basic
economic sector that supported urban growth, forest industry was declining, meanwhile, substitute ones grew slowly,
only in isolated towns ewlogical tourism developed at the outset. (5) Expanded internal difference of urbanization be-
tween the south and north confirmed the existence of marginalization inside the municipal area.

As a vast, sparsely populated area in good ecological state, Yichun has the opportunity to be lified out of
marginalization. Strategic points are creating conditions for reverses and qualitative changes, thus joining the external
pioneer regions, giving impetus to development with interchange. Adopt unbalanced developing way. Separate the gov-
ernments and enterprises, in order to establish an administrative system tha suits to the needs of market economy and
external opening. Join districts together and set up counties, cancel some districts and set up towns, in order to estab-
lish normal administrative area system. Promote central city to grow rapidly by way of integrating neighboring towns and
concentrating the creams. Promote the port construction, develop business cooperation with Russia, in order to ir

crease external contact ways, change the unfavorable influence of location.

Key words: Yichun; marginalized; urban system; unbalanced strategy; integrated development



