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Fig.1 Local villagers’ cognitive map of Xiaozhou Village
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Fig.2 Artists’ cognitive map of Xiaozhou Village
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Place Identity and Sense of Place in the Context of Urban Spatial Transformation:
A Case Study of Xiaozhou Village in Guangzhou, China

ZHU Hong"?, QIAN Jun-xi"?, LU Xu-ping’

(1.Center for Cultural Industry & Cultural Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510631, China ;2.
School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract: The research on identity is very important within cultural and social studies. Identity represents the
roles that individuals or social groups play within a social and cultural structure. It is connected with self-recog-
nition and self-definition. On the other hand, place identity means that the meanings of place are taken as part
of self-definition. Through place identity, individuals or social groups understand themselves through the con-
structive nature of place as a reference. In this paper, place and identity are exploited as the main axes around
which this discussion is embarked. Taking Guangzhou's "Artist Village"—Xiaozhou Village as an example, the
evolution of identities of both the local villagers and the newcomer artists is to be understanded, under the con-
text of Guangzhou's urban spatial transformation. In particular, the coexistence, juxtaposition, collision and
even conflict between the two groups’ place-based identities are interested in. The research results suggest that
there is an apparent status of fragmentation between the place identities of the two social groups. There is no
sound proof in support of any progressive sense of place in either group’s place imagination, in which sense it
can be believed that there will still be a long process before the two social groups are fully integrated in, regard
of the construction of their place-based identities.
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