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TIME GEOGRAPHY: ITS ORIGIN, KEY
CONCEPTS AND APPLICATIONS

Chai Yanwei

( Department of Geography, Peking University, Beiying 100871)
ABSTRACT

Time geography was originally developed by Swedish geographer, Torsten Hagerstrand and his associates at
the Lund University, which first applied study using time geographical approach was a computer simulation mod
el of daily activity programmes in urban planning.

After a briefly explanation of the points at issues in time geography, this paper introduces time geography’ s
key concepts such as path, prism and constrain, and stressly reviews its various applications. Before the end of
the 1970s, time geography was applied mainly to the studies of to regional planning, humarr environment rela
tionship and social history along HAgerstrand s basic viewpoint, but since entering the 1980s time geographical
approach have been extended to various fields such as the research of relationship betw een individual behavior and
social structure, gender geography, warfare geography and urban area study, etc.
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