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The Doubts of Great Shanyu in the History of Founding of Northern Wei Dynasty:

Starting from “Gold Ornament of Yiyi” and “Jin Hsien-pei Gui-yi Hou” Golden Seal
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Abstract: Predecessors more according to the unearthed Liangcheng county “gold ornament of Yiyi” and “Jin
Hsien-pei Gui-yi Hou” golden seal, demonstration of Weishu (#%4) contained Yiyi Great Shanyu title, and
certainly the credibility about the early history. But this is harder to prove. In the expression of the Weishu,
the “golden seal with the purple ribbon” (£ ¥F %:4%) is directed at Great Shanyu rather than Gui-yi Hou, so
it cannot be argued that Great Shanyu was true based on “Gui-yi Hou” golden seal. Later on, the historical
records on the appointment of Yilu as Great Shanyu were contradictory. The record that Yihuai took Duan
Liao as Great Shanyu was not in line with the real power of Tuoba Hsien-pei at that time. Therefore, both
events were faked by Emperor Taiwu of Northern Wei. Its purpose was to improve the status of the Northern
Wei emperors in Daibei and even larger space scope. Thus established the Northern Wei's own complete

history of founding.

Key Words: Gold ornament of Yiyi; Shanyu title; the Great Shanyu title; history of the Northern Wei
Dynasty
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