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Theory and Practice: Thinking About the Development of “City of Museums” in China
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Abstract: Since the birth of the first public museum in China, the importance of museums to urban
development has become increasingly prominent. The practice of “City of Museums” has a long history
in China. It began with the practical exploration of saving the nation through culture and education, rose
from the planning goal of rejuvenating the city after the country became rich and strong, and practiced in
the new climax of museum construction after the 21st century. It has roughly experienced five development
stages. This is the epitome of the development history of Chinese museums and the portrayal of museums
in promoting urban cultural power. However, there are many problems behind the upsurge in construction.
Through the reflection on the dilemma phenomenon and the consideration of the relevant concepts,
connotations, elements, and evaluation standards, the construction of “City of Museums” in China can truly

open a high-quality new chapter.

Key Words: City of Museums; museum groups; museum settlement; museum system; power of urban
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