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Figure 1  Tiger-Crouching Cannon and its accessories!'”
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Figure 2 Tiger-Crouching Cannon recorded by Qi Jiguang!”!
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The Exchange of Firearms Technology between China and Korea in
Ming Dynasty: Take the Evolution of the Tiger-Crouching Cannon as
an Example

Wang Xinran, Feng Zhenyu®

Institute for History of Science and Technology, ShanXi University, Taiyuan 030006, China

Highlights Graphical Abstract
The creation and application of the /
Tiger-Crouching Cannon in the Ming .

; ) . features: p B ; technological
army: A discussion on Qi Jiguang's lightweight, mobile, n ( e G el
Tiger-Crouching Cannon on the and powerful artillery - ?;gg(%egm
Chinese Battlefield.

The introduction and battlefield Ming troops ] ! exchange of firearms
utilization of the Tiger-Crouching GGG introduction  technology between
support Korea ’ Chi d K .
Cannon in Korea: Examining how m? el LR L, Tiger-crouching
the Tiger-Crouching Cannon was Ming Dynasty S ’ Cfgflllggssgg‘ilo‘g;‘fn
introduced into Korea and its role localization and in Korea adaptation and
on the Korean Battlefield. The evolution in Korea military innovation
evolution of the Tiger-Crouching
Cannon post-Wanli War: An analysis
. kground
of the improvements made to the

Tiger-Crouching Cannon in Korea.

Abstract: In the mid-Ming Dynasty, the dire circumstances of northern border defenses and Japanese invasions along the
southeast coast spurred innovations in firearm technology. During the Jiajing period, Qi Jiguang enhanced traditional firearms,
resulting in the Tiger-Crouching Cannon, a lightweight firearm. This gun was employed not only in the southeastern coastal
resistance against Japan but also in the Ming Dynasty's northern border defenses, becoming a mainstream firearm of the Ming
army. In 159, as war broke out, the Ming Court dispatched the Jicheng town's southern army to Korea for support, and
simultaneously, Qi Jiguang's Tiger-Crouching Cannons were introduced into Korea. In Korea, the Tiger-Crouching Cannon
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underwent localized improvements to better suit the needs of the Korean army. Its introduction advanced firearm technology in
Korea and left a significant mark in Sino-Korean exchange history. Currently, there are notable research findings on Sino-Korean
relations and the evolution of Chinese firearms, yet research on firearms pivotal in Korean battlefields has garnered insufficient
attention. Domestic research on firearm exchanges between China and Korea remains nascent. In the context of economic
globalization, international exchanges have gained prominence. South Korea, a long-standing friend, has maintained amicable
relations with China, especially with the influence of K-pop, the Korean wave, and dramas, which are cherished by Chinese
youth and foster friendly interactions with traditional Chinese culture. Studying firearms can serve as a window into cultural
exchanges between the two countries, combining the dissemination of scientific and technological culture to fulfill the role of
"taking history as a mirror" and contribute to their cultural exchanges.The research objective of this topic is clear (D To elucidate
the history of firearm exchanges between China and Korea, enriching domestic and international research. @ To clarify the
historical backdrop of these exchanges, encompassing exchange and cultural histories, and discuss their current status and
challenges.

Keywords: The Wanli Korean War; Tiger-Crouching Cannon; Wrought Iron Artillery; Korean Dynasty



