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Fig. 1 The route of Xu Xiake’s travels
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“JOURNAL OF TRAVELS IN HUNAN” AND EXPLO-
RATION OF SCENIC SPOTS IN SOUTHERN
PART OF HUNAN PROVINCE

Xiong Shaohua
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ABSTRACT

Xu Xiake, an extraordinary traveller and geographer of the Ming Dynasty,
made an on-the-spot investigation when he travelled in the southern part of
Hunan Province, and wrote “Journal of Travels in Hunan”, This paper, based
on the journal, analyzes the main types of the scenic spots in the southern
part of Hunan Province,and discusses the instructions and enlightenment given
by Xu Xiake's journal in exploration and utilization of the scenic spots of

the southern Hunan for the development of modern tourism,
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