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Fig.1 The evolution of development theories, modern geography and development geography
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The Progress and Prospect of Development Geography

Liu Xiaopeng'?, Li Weihua', Ma Cunxia', Cheng Jing', Miao Hong'?, Zhao Xiaoyong"?

(1.School of Resources and Environment, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021, Ningxia, China; 2.Research Center of
Rural Revitalization Strategy, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021, Ningxia, China)

Abstract: To carding thoughts and academic track of development research and modern geography, the develop-
ment process of developmental geography could be divided into three stages: the embryonic stage (the Enlight-
enment-the late 1960s), the exploratory stage (the early 1970s-the late 1990s), and the subject construction
stage (the early 2000s-present). Each stage embodied the research theme and subject connotation of global de-
velopment, "underdeveloped", "developing" and "backward" of countries and regions in the academic field.
Based on development epistemology, development methodology and development values, the theoretical basis
of development geography mainly included global development theory, duality and center-edge theory, sustain-
able development theory and the thought of human destiny community, etc. At the level of meta-problem, the
online word cloud tools were used to extract main research contents of development geography, including the
development of development, colonization, inequality and development, poverty, livelihood and development,
commodity, trade and development, environment and development, etc. In the future, the sustainable develop-
ment goals for developing countries and emerging markets in 2030, the national and regional differences of
new globalization and global governance will become the key areas of joint research and comprehensive inno-
vation of development geography. Localization and internationalization should be emphasized in the subject

construction and personnel training of developing geography.

Key words: development geography; tropical geography; development theory; developing countries; subject

construction of development geography



