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From Following the Principle of “Combine the Theory with Practice” to Aiming at the

“Strategic High Technology” Policy

Historical Context and Reflection of the Technical Discipline Layout of CAS
Wang Qianjin
(The Institute for the History of Natural sciences, CAS 100190 Beijing)
Abstract Since its foundation, The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) has been seeking for a balance in three
dimensions of the national economic construction, national defense security demand and social sustainable
development. As the highest national natural science academic institution, CAS must be oriented to the

international forefront, have its own contributions to human beings, be self-reliance in the national forest and lead
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the scientific development of China. Meanwhile, as a national research institution, CAS must fulfill its duty for
the economic construction and serious national security which are beneficial to the people's livelihood of China,
become the important base for national high-tech research and development and occupy a leading position in the
international high-tech field. As an academic community with conscience which is supported by the money of
taxpayers, CAS must supply shared resource and environment information for social sustainable development,
ideological resource and cultural food for social progress. The technical discipline layout and development of
CAS have been carried out under these three powerful sources. The way she walked was changing from meeting
the overall technical needs of the whole country and society to devoting to more critical and long-term strategic
high technology and the establishment of “aircraft carrier” cluster.

Keywords CAS, technical discipline, layout, strategic high technology
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