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Fomation and E volution of RadicalG eography:
A Case Study as James B huts '"The D issenting T radition "

YE Chag CAIYun-bng

(College of Urban and Environm ental Sciences P eking Unwersity, Beying 100871 )

Abstract Littlework has been done about radical geography andM axist geography until now n China Particu-
lark thnkng ofChna as a country which regardsM axisn as guidelnes and asserts it is them an or almostonly
correct eology we shoul not ignore and forget to know and understand the theories and practices of radical ge-
ography and M arxist geography For this reason this paper tries to introduce a represeniative figurg James B laut
and review his op nbns and methods n the area of radical geography for Chinese geographers

In tems ofmethod case study is an m portantm ethod for m ethodo bgical research A ccording to choosng "
The D issentng Traditon", a classical paper n te hisiory of rad ral geography written by Jan es Blaut as the
case we analyzed and extended itsmeanngs Fistly JanesBlaut is “ themost exemplary” M arxist geographer
as David Harvey ever appraised A s aMarxist he is so full of he critical spirit that he really confoms to one of
hemost mportant criterbn and princp k thatM ax put foward whid is“ for a ruthless criticism of everyth ng
existing”. Secondly n the light of the paper by B laut we restated the theories and practice of radical geogra-
phy and summarized isman points and the mean ngs on the geographical methodobgy. Finally, at the same
tme of studying his op nbns and conlents we should see and adm ire his courage and spirit to hold on a ruthless
criticim of everyth ng ncluding hmself all the tme

Based on understand ng exactly whatBlaut and his paperwants to express we can conclude that @ rad al
geography is the poduct of the interaction between the capitalist crisis and the defective positiviam geography @
geography is not ever a “ pure and ob jectve” discpline hod ng neutrality of value and geographers are under
he jurisdictbn of heir race-class ilentity 3 radical geography is founded mainly by startng pub lications es
tablish ng the groups and a canpaign to spread the radical thought and most radical geographers finally becane
M axists

M aybe it is the most nspiratbnal for us that the heoretical reconstuction based on criticisn and self-critr
cism is theman means of innovatng geographical methodology. Chmna should actvely camry out theoretical re-

search and practical activities of the radical and M arxist geography.

Key words methodology case study radical geography, M arxist geography, James Blaut



