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Fig.1 Poverty causes and eliminating strategy of China’s rural areas
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Fig.3 Logic frameworks of effective connection between rural revitalization and targeted poverty alleviation
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Achieving Effective Connection Between Rural Revitalization and Targeted
Poverty Alleviation in Poverty-stricken Regions

Wang Yongsheng'?, Wen Qi’, Liu Yansui'’

(1. Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural
Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China; 2. Center for Assessment and
Research on Targeted Poverty Alleviation, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;

3. School of Resources and Environment, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021, Ningxia, China)

Abstract: Rural is a system with specific structure and function constructed by various interrelations and inter-
actional elements. Rural system exchanges important elements, such as people, capital, technology and inform-
ation with urban system. Rural and urban are an organic whole. Both urban and rural must be developed sus-
tainably to support each other. In China, rural system decline and rural diseases has become increasingly prom-
inent under rapid urbanization. Rural development is important to urban and regional economic development.
Rural areas are still the short boards in China’s urban-rural equalization. Poverty alleviation is a global issue.
China has a large number of people living in extreme poverty. China’s rural poverty problem has attracted wide
attention from academics at home and abroad due to its various types and complex causes as well as arduous
task of anti-poverty. China has been committed to build an all-round well-off society and eliminate the abso-
lute poverty from poor households, impoverished county and poverty-stricken areas by 2020. Government
needs to make sure that all the poor people, particularly those with low incomes or disease, benefit from the na-
tional targeted poverty alleviation policy. Over the past three decades, China has taken five unconventional
measures (Wuge Yipi) to push forward the targeted poverty alleviation strategy, and has achieved the millenni-
um development goal of halving poverty ahead of schedule, making outstanding contributions to global poverty
alleviation. China’s rural poor population has dropped from 250 million in 1978 to 70.17 million in 2014 and
the corresponding poverty headcount ratio has decreased from 30.7% to 7.2%. Under conditions of rapid urban-
ization, rural revitalization is needed to improve rural decline and rural poverty. Currently, Central government
has initiated rural revitalization strategy to make up the weakness of urban and rural harmonious development.
China’s rural revitalization projects, including investments in infrastructure, energy, irrigation and new techno-
logies have proven an effective poverty reduction strategy. A three-year alternating period before 2020 is not
only the critical of poverty alleviation but also the basis of rural revitalization. Rural revitalization is the im-
portant way to coordinate urban and rural development in the new era. Targeted poverty alleviation can provide
the foundation and energy to rural revitalization. Effectively integrate rural poverty alleviation with rural re-
vitalization plays crucial role in the development of poverty-stricken regions. Rural areas have abundantly land
resources while characterized by poor agricultural infrastructure, fragmented cultivated land, declined land
quality and lower land productivity. Targeted poverty can solve the imbalance of urban-rural development
through improving rural production, living and ecological environment. China’s rural revitalization strategy
emphasizes the industry, ecology, talent, organization revitalization. Rural revitalization can solve rural under-
development through activated vitality, capacity, impetus and competitiveness. Targeted poverty alleviation
provides the basis for rural revitalization via eliminating rural development drawbacks. Rural revitalization en-
hances the performance of targeted poverty alleviation. Synchronized poverty alleviation and rural revitaliza-
tion will appear until 2020. Rural poverty alleviation will be sustainable eliminated using regional poverty alle-
viation ruler based on the index of people-land-industry-wealth coordination. And rural revitalization ratio and
housing-industry symbiosis degree should be used to evaluate the effectiveness of rural revitalization.

Key words: urban-rural development; rural decline; targeted poverty alleviation; rural revitalization; effective

connection



