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Current Practices in Museum Education in the United States
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Abstract: This paper will discuss the development of museum education over more than 200 years in the
United States. It will explain how historical and social forces in this country have caused changes in the
way we reach our audiences. In the end, each country should look to its history and culture for the format
that is best for them to bring visitors to museums. The paper is translated into Chinese in memory of Dr.
Helen Shannon. Dr. Shannon is an expert in Museum Education and an advocate for the communication and

collaboration between the museum communities of China and the United States.
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hands-on learning; inquiry teaching; visitors service
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