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The regulatory role of exosomal circRNA in

the tumor microenvironment

SHEN Meng, FENG Yonghai*, WANG Minyu
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Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450052, China)

Abstract: The tumor microenvironment is the surrounding internal environment on which tumor cells
depend and has been shown to be a key factor influencing tumor cell proliferation, metastasis and immune
evasion and chemoradiotherapy. Exosomal circRNAs can play an important regulatory role in the development
of tumor proliferation, dissemination, and drug resistance by recruiting and activating important constituent
cells of the tumor microenvironment, such as tumor cells, fibroblasts, macrophages, lymphocytes, endothelial
cells, and natural killer cells, to remodel the tumor’s own microenvironment. This paper reviews the
mechanism of exosomal circRNAs from tumor and tumor stromal cells to promote tumor metastasis and
chemoresistance, and the advantages and application prospects of exosomal circRNAs as tumor biomarkers
and therapeutic tools for clinical treatment from the perspective of tumor microenvironment regulation by
exosomal circRNAs from different cell sources.
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FEUERA, PAIRRNA(circular RNAs, circRNAs)A] &
BT HMBAREN SR J FA AT [ cire RNATE
# T A2 25 67 7 b 88 10 58 0 T R rh ok AR O B4
M, RAMEdapsgsE. 2. M. ME K%
e R AR . Rk, BTN A
circRNAK 8 A 53 AR G 4B R e, J A
IR 2 W SR T R BIAE R, R T E BE 2 A R
K HE DU SR IS 22 OC EE B, R S O e & A A A
circRNA A TR 55 41 e 41 43 51 6 B B i yed Bl fik
JER, 1HE T MR cire RN ATE i I8 A 15 81 98
HIAER, CLEAE RIS W 67 bn S AR
R g ge, LU 503 i PR e v 7 $2 fit
B2 BG SRR AT T B

1 MR 5circRNA

AR S — P AR A K 2 B4 i 3 3 40
M EARN30~150 nm /NI . AR bk mT 5
BRI 2 FEPE 1, AR R, & A
LR ) I s 21 L b R R
IIRRNA 2 — K T Z il 15 FmRNART AL 7] 42 e
) BY D1 A A0 P & AE gAY RNA > T 5 Hifth
RNAMI L, circRNASRZ 535 i - 45 #4 F13 S poly
(AR, BARZZIREG WS i e, KR
ik B EL B Ak BN R 2R PERNA R & 1) 1015 DA
b, BMFRIMAA R RERERBEMERD,
[ IR ) cire RNATEAR BN E AL AN, ey, AR
TITE U FRRNAZY (5 circRNAI80%, 3%
FAAEF AR R, DB ST I B R
RNA"HISMNE F- P & FIORRNA E 2@ 4 F 40 i
U, R B cire RN AT 38 1 35 4 12 410 1) /)
RNA(microRNA, miRNA). FE4EEFR L. &
Hemink/EAiE, 225 2R R4
Vi R AR, R ARG . R
o K Pl ol /1 R 8 [ <ol ZE N A I
circAKT3. circ 0007385, circPTK2. circ_0008928
SEERIA L, AT LR i E /N H T (non-small
cell lung cancer, NSCLC)ZHM 385 14 FniiEd
M 2571+, Circ-DENND2A Al 3 id 5 miR-625-5p
Iz R I vi i A B O T BNl - 2
2!,

TAER, KEMFERMN, cireRNATESME

FikFE HAaE, SMNBAK N circRNAR X F /]
IR EIGH BT 265 LA L, S HA R 2R ERNA
AP, AR cire RN A S 14 o8 41 it -5 L3RR
S M 2H 3 /R A0 B 2H 43 2 8] (XU RS T Tz 5
SRS MR K. REEE. W2
KRB, BA SR a2 W, ks &
YIRTIA ST SERR T

2 A ERRaSEESN A circ RN AT Bhyeg/ A
REMERI RN
2.1 SpificireRNAS REELETE. AT RIS

AP AR cire RN ATE 88 24H it R 88 f A 5 2 )
(1R, ] 2 5 % IR 4 AR 14 e AN O O o R
15 5@ M. Xu!"HRiE, hsa circ_00142357F
NSCLCZH M J Ak s 223k, ml id i g 4fmiR-
520a-5p b 1R 40 B A d AR 1 R4 ) 2Rk, R
20 P G S R . ZhangZEPORE R KRB, B
I SRR ) S WA A T W cire-DBI% 3% I AT 4l i, IF
TS A HImiR-34al80E T I 1072 4R 7t - 7/40
MBI E AE S, IR EAA2ME
ik, AR 3 R S B I R T R A PR T DN AR
fi. ChenZEPVHFLRMI, ShMilbiAcirc-00514437] 5
NIEH B4l s s B e 0 i, did se s &
miR-331-3pid FUEIR TR A, (ke 4 i 0
TG I E . CL R SER, ShilEcircRNA
Z: 55 7 M 4 AR ) 3 B RN IR T O AR R ) 4 g ) e
W, FETHESMIE R R A KR
2.2 SpiipfcircRN A X BiEE o 7 1Y 22 i
2.2.1 9 ubARcircRNAST IF 5 o & ik 89 % 96

i Jeg LA A R T TR AR I A R T O 3
JEIE, R I AR R MR P S B R AN
WAL EENRRE. XSSP, IEE w40
K I cire-CCAC LIl i AR WA 3 NN 5 8 ik 9 2
4 ff(human umbilical vein endothelial cells,
HUVECs) )&, A %3 R4 B2 E % E A
occludinf 4147\ 7 25 1 -1(zonula occludens protein
1, ZO-1)RIEAKF, B LS P L BE i o
P, (RIS R R AR . LISGPI R SR,
circ-IARSTEJR It th s Rk, 5% #2 2 1B A
K, circ-IARSESMBAIE#H ZHUVECs /5, AliEd
miR-122/Rho %X J& /i, 7 A(ras homolog gene family,
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member A, RhoA)5 5 18 I8 15 I P B2 8 14
A8 4L . @I EARho AVE EFF-ULEN & H R IE,
FRAKZO-13R1K, 2k Py B2 4B B e 4 FE IR N e 2.
() B R, REUNE N RCEE RGN, 2
BERRI R BN . Huang5 "0 70 KB, AMA A
circRNA-100338{2 it 1 A B4 AR 3B A2 AL
BIER, @i RHUBVCA i H 5 7 R 5
I FIZO-1 R8T 38 58 17 I 8 3@ 75 1 0 FH- e 2
MR o % BRI, T JRg 2 i R U 1 A U A
circRINA AJ 38 i i it e ofm /8 2 Rl Jom ekt fi 9 1)
it e, SEm AR circRNA ] RE A2 3D i 4%
. BT U A I SRR .
2.2.2 ShibARcireRNAM kgL - 18] it 454 89 %5 o

| B - 18] i % {1k (epithelial-mesenchymal
transition, EMT) &% 4056 % 1) C ik 72, it
O R, bR A M k2 A B ) 1Y G B RE D I R4S
7] 78 B A AP, b i cire RN AR M IR & P i
68 21 R P e Bl B 858 2 TR AR ) A BT, FEEMTHY
WP RS BE R . LinsPWE, ST
Jet 1 M (9 7H/LM 3 41 A ) 138 32% (1) #h Wh Mk cire. MMP2,
Wt I A A R B M Hep G240 U EM T ¢
P, i W 4R miR-136-5p iR 3 i 4 )8 & 1 -2
IR, % fif 4 e [A) A 40 Jf 470 25 I 1) 22 2 13
B AN AT #5685 . Chen5 " HiiE, circFARSA
FLM B SEMTHE RN K. NSCLC4H i
KR AT I A circ FARSA R i i i R e ¥ 5 9K ) 8¢
H R4/ PI3K/AK T % 15 -5 [ W 48 i B A M2
B, FEN-£5 5 E O RIER G- 8 & B
I/ AR BENSCLCAH % # . Chen®5 152 WY, Ji
IR FH 2 5 s 200 D il 1) b A cire 0020256 1 DL
i FE-S R E ARE M HMN-E R E S R
7% SHE R PR EMTRFE, 2 835 15 2 5 41 iy
IS GTE . TR AR, ML, &R
TR0 ) 988 448 1 T 3 3 A A AR 3 325 T circ RNV AT 4%
EMTid #2, 76 M8 1 28 K f i % v 4% 8 22
YER
2.3 i fdkcireRN AR BhEE 52 72 18 19 B9 221

WEFERE, AhibfAcireRNATRT LS 5 1 5 iR
g0 M S S % A0 rh R MR 4E R AR T D AR - 1
(programmed cell death ligand 1, PD-LI1)/#25 441
JUFE T 52441 (programmed cell death 1, PD-1)3#

I, W5 0 G 28 400 i X B R0 (KT 111270 Yang
PR ORI, (EBCAIREE R, ORI O R AT 4
YT S YR 1) A b AR cire ETF 3K A 38 3 W% ffmiR-214_F
WPD-L1IRIL, (Ll H e, =278
MEER% , PRINERET F SN K circEIF3K 7] fE 42
i 33 e S s B3R I B TR K . Zhang®5DiR0E
I 22 A PN 18 22 1A il circ UHRF 1 5 NK 41 i B 71
B FTINK 4 i B3 92 i sl 2 A 0% o 9 400 R 5 0
(1) &M WA A circUHRF 118 i 5 48 miR-449¢-5p b i #
HNTHIM e e 3R AR R B -309 Rk, HHINK4H
PR b R PR BB IR 7 - o Ry - T 4 2 43 9 3 5 S NK A
MR, S ETE R PD-140HI7H 2. Yang
S U2VRE R B, I DR R 40 R A W A AT AR Y
circTRPS1 7] LUl i circ TRPS 1/miR 141-3p/45 & B i
Bt - VR T A R AR, 5 % PO e 1) R A
B Hp 1A IR P AT O DA R T M RE S, (2 gk 1By
PRI an g s . BB AR ZE, AT T
POk 38 YA T R TS ROV R R A . DL B AR B,
A iA A cire RN A P8 I T . 728 240 P P v 1 2 e 7
A A ) RO SR N S B, B ) Ah A A
circRNAG W 77 N 32 i o 2 7 IR B0 1R A 2
ik
2.4 S AcircRNA X BEE i 24 14 B 22 Mim

PRI , AR CireRNAT] LA S 40 )45 5
3, JENTRe ARk 25 1 BUR 4 i 2 T 24 28 R ) 2
AR Wang S PHRGE , K B BV R B 25 40 i 1
ANIAATT DAES A0 I F5 R ciRS-122, 4 v BBURR 4 i
CiRS-122HIM2 4 7l B ¥ g 1) R B K-, HG iR 45
L 7 5 400 PR T A A B R 251 . Zhou
SO SR I, R R S AT 4 AN AT A 1 b i
AR W circZFRI I 2w 40 i, FE 40 STAT3/
NF-«BI&4%, 3% 5% e 40 f () £ i 2657 . Geng
SEDIRGE, AN S cire WDR623% 3% 1] DLk
B ) R AR PR 598 I miR-370-3p/MGM Tl
SR AT 3t R I 96 B B M e i 24 R A FE . A,
GuZPIR LRI, £ SIIRIT RS, Sk
circSLCTA6RIE B T yd /b, 75 S Bl ik BH i b Jg
AH % B 2T 24 40 i 1) A W A cire SLC 7 A 6 B TR 11 1
SEE M RE, FEORAN LR circRNA T A 25 521
VORI RIEN YRR . 2 LTk, Ahubikay
L3 3% circ RN A DL 3 sl 4 i ohe & JE (2 1), A
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x1  FEIHAKIEIND A cire RNAZE B IR 5 B9 4E

%

HMbACireRNA — AMIME SR ZARA AR 0 o e ge /e g S AR SR 4 i;

Hsa_circ_0014235 Jififi 40 g i 4 L i miR-520a-5p, RN IAS A (2 R4 s sE [19]
WG4

Circ-DB i iy ¢ i JFE M S HImiR-34a, FIAANEEBIEG (LR 40 i [20]
A2

Circ-0051443 IEH 40 FFJes 4 g S M HImiR-331-3p, FRFETHE T RIHEgI R TR HEE  [21]
BAK1

Circ-CCAC1 IE=S =R i) P 7 2 FEAR AN 1) B2 2R 1 Z0- 1R TA 755 R AR R MR RS RS [22]

Circ-IARS Jik B 44 Pz 4t g AR AT EMF-WIEh E A RIA, BEAE 75T IR e A s AR % [23]
ZO-1K1&

CireRNA.100338 JrFa 4 P R 4 E%O{F&ll%UjivcémE@rhml%Wﬁﬁéﬁ% FAT 75 S R I A R R RS [24)

Circ-MMP2 EERMEEAE R SEMEMHImMIR-136-5p, FREREEE AR, RIFEMTH [26]
-2k R

CircFARSA JireE 40 B4 i BOFPTEN/PI3K/AK T 4% {REEMTHI IR #4575 [27]

Circ_0020256  fiJRiAHCENRZNM  fHERAR TS EMHImiR-432-5p, LiHE2F3 TEHEEMTHI MR 55 72 [28]

CircEIF3K PiRIAH G R AF SR S EMEAE g EHImiR-214, FIEPD-L1 75 e ki [30]

CircUHRF1 JHT 9 40 NK#i e EMHIMIR-449¢-5p, i INKAMLTEE 15 o iki [31]

CircTRPS1 % J g 24 T4l A PEINHImIR-141-3p/GLS1, ESTH F Tkt [32]
i 2 v

CiRS-122 WYL R BT 25 45 H i S E A IRM2 B PO R R I ) 2Rk ST BRI B T Uk A [33]

eiilioh
CircZFR i P RA R A O ol {141 STAT3/NF-xBi& 1% AT 1 SRR [34]
CircWDR62 B DO ST 25 e R R TR AN SE R HImiR-370-3p,  FIAMGMT TG S i P URR A [35]
itliio)
CircSLC7A6 PRI SC R AT el S EMEAE N FUbRE R T2 R Rk N SESWIG T HOR [36]

A AE I TG T B 82 AN 7 3R ) M I A 76 400 4
71

3 ShidbfiRcireRNAZERfEE A Y I bR L A

3.1 {EAFE R E MR EY

WERFH], ShbAcireRNATT & 1E iR br &
IR BE AR, BA S W, b W he 2k e i lm R
By, HEARRREW R . ()8R . i AN A
PWcireRNAS L HERNATE £ 5, B 5 #4557
R ENCT AR R B, N I A s A 5 D
TEEL 000 A [E] HcircRNAs, #MifAcircRNA K]
183 e B B A M K P B/ B T 245 e
T, 2 LI AN A cire RN ARG I ] LA 20070 e ded
s B U ()R R . IS AN R
circRNA [ 5 ff 20 20 ) AE KB BE AN A A8 4k, B
B BRI R SR, 3)FaE M. CircRNAR
HRAHER A SRR, AZIREEW, [t

Iz BASE M AFLE T AR ()R k. 7E
ANEDF AL IR, cireRNA— BL{RKF 5 (7
SERIRRHE . i AR/ B cire RNA [ 8 7 [ 5 1
K AT I8 20%, N ZRA/N R circ-Foxo341191%
FYEFE 5, (S)ATEE M. CireRNAE 4T 4h ik
e, ANIAR Tz AR T HUAEAE TR M
R R S N AR AR R A R A o R 2 A
36 AN [R) 0 A 1R A AT A A AR I, T8 A1) EX
M, FERITE. (6)IKBH. C&F 2 5L
SecireRNA T E IR M BUS AR &1, BAWN 2
Wil . dnPan 5 OI7E 45 B e B i o R BH,
AR has-0004771 K2 2 TF i, HA2 Wi 2
Fo RN, XieZEU it 45 E e B 1 s
HATRNAW T 538, KILANWARcirc-PNN
(hsa_circ_0101802)FRIA R R L, L4 H W)
(P W B RN, TR T ik 0.826(95%
CI=0.745~0.890, HUHNE=89.7%, KFH1£=69.0%).
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LyuZE UG T, Ah i fcire_ 007039678 JFF2 i i i
Tk pRE I, HAEXSHCCHES 54 R4t
R tbolb A E L. S5 ERTIR, AR PR EZR
BY 3 AN [F) AL B A4 AT S AR R, TG A1 HY
7, I, M EcircRNARE — MR A i 51
CARTERL” AR BN, (R R I B A
BAHEBERME D), vTRHEREZHMER. DG
PR AR S
3.2 fEA B ERIT RIS

M THKBEEY . B aES®REk, sMbk
He % % circRN AT DA BRI 592 J5 4 R0 S 88 1) 200 P
T, JFEA SRR R RO AR R TE
T (DSIEFHLAELL, SNBRTE A IS 7+
R L R B O B B R B 2P (2)4h
WA B &l K R ~E A 22 0P A 5 5 2 kot i o
B, FfcireRNAE ML BN (3)FhubfhnT
EE A BB ES®EEOMEN TN, #E—2
B GRES SEE, SEPURSTREE R A 251, (4B Ak
REFREBEEAWCD4T7, ft5 BV %
SIRPa&i & (R “AREARKR” ER), B
MEERRERCY . BT, 2T 4h b i3 o %
circRNAIIF 7t 4B T BB E . WYang%s"™
TR, cireSCMH L S Sl I P4 25w 26 25 if 2R
W K S 35 BRI, e A A A A R0 T B
W -circSCMH1-ZH A S 330, o] Rl S uis 4
circSCMH ik 2 K o, (2 dEme i s dE N R
KBk i AR R ShRE e . Yuss
FRIN, cireDYMA I 5 % 5% K F TAF1 45 &40
G o PN S PN (1 I RANY i IR AN
FHER 90E BRI B I AR AR AT o e A R 1)
AR RS cireDYM 40 I AN B8, K ok
fcireDYM#IIE B KM, AT LA 802 e v B i
BAVECFEAT NIRRT, DA Sh AR cireRNA T &
NERIR 250 . X A -3 BH 40 i 0 B I (L 3 2 Ah
WAR) A T ) cire RN A A% 388 06 T 5t L 4 o 24 S 1S
SEYRIT AR, A BT #E S circ RN AR W] A J7 1 3%
X, HEEHTIRRI .

4 RESRE

MEEER, cireRNALLRERIE . mide @ YEAT mke
SFEVERRE R, IB RO RNA SIS B 5% H AR AE i 2

— o AN circRNATE R HEA T 4M LR
circRNAFIXUE AL F, S ed B JC A il s it 1
RPN TS A4 T BTk circRNA
VA A B AL ) e ARG IRV 7 R BIE R, R
7 AN R cireRNAS 2T, 1697 TR AT —
B ). A cireRNAT] BE S 4002 1] . 2
5 R85 2 18] () B VA A R OB AE ) AR TS
fa” bR EY) . SR, HETIMBAARcire RNART 5T
B2 E T RE BRI, X T4k
fcireRNAIG IR AT FE 2D, AT R TR Z R
FUBL I 2 oo I RS, SR IS UE LA N2 W fliG
SRR SRR . Ak, AMIAMAR I 4> B S alifh S
FHRHEARABR, AR AN KRG RN A, &
fITATY 75 AR 2Ry 2 Ah W A B 4 FD 5 E B
AP, H AT AN R cire RNA K & Fi T I (1) 1R 455,
2 AN AA R cire RN AR 7T S R A A, (ELAF B IR
—PWEA, XA BT AR SR AN A cire RNATE I
IR EATE R EH, N2 EE RS .
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