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FORECASTING OF THE SWARMING OF
THE YELLOW.-THORAX TERMITE, RETICULITERMES
FLAVICEPS OSHIMA, IN HANGCHOW

Tane Cuws & L1 Suen

(Department of Plant Frotéction, Chekiang Agricultural College)

This is.a preliminary report on the forecasting of swarming, or-colonizing - flight, of
Rericulitermes flaviceps Oshima. The swarming usually occur in the middle part of March,
Under specific meteorological conditions, it may occur earlier in late Feburary or later in
late April. The important meteorological factors in connection with swarming are the
spring rain, température and atmospheric pressure.  Swarming ‘occurs only on sunny days.
of a warm weather after rain in the spring, beginning from mid-day.and continuing until
about two o’clock in the afternoon, sometimes might delay to four o’clock p. m., when the
temperature rises to 20°C. and the air pressure suddenly drops below 760 mm (usually
between 750 mm and 755 mm). In a small colony of this species; the swarming occurred
only once, and in a smallest colony observed ‘swarming lasted about ten minutes; while in
a large colony, swarming occursed several times in successively favorable days. At the
time of a sudden drop of temperature and a rising atmospheric pressure, swarming may
be duly stopped, and it may resume again on the recurence “of favorable conditions. If
weather-forecasting such as the temperature, the air pressure be corectly foretold, the swar-
‘ming of the alate of R. flaviceps Oshima can be predicted accurately. These termites
usually construct the nest in the foundation.timber and wood ficor, building no runways
or galleries above the floor. = It is often difficult to locate the termitarium and its galleries.
Swarming may tell us the presence of a colony in the vicinity and gives us a sign timely
for the control with poisonous materials.





