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Fig.2 Evolution process of rural tourism development research in China
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Fig.3 Analytical framework for rural tourism research in China within Chinese and English contexts
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A comparative analysis of domestic and international research on
rural tourism development in China and its implications

Yi Xinlin', Zhu Hong'**, Hou Xinyi’, Hu Ruichun™

(1. School of Management Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 2. School of Geo-
graphy and Remote Sensing Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 3. Center for Hu-
man Geography and Urban Development Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Rural tourism serves as a vital instrument for China’s rural revitalization, playing a
significant role in diversifying rural economies, promoting urban-rural integration, and achiev-
ing sustainable development. Based on the ‘institutional-cultural” coupling perspective and utiliz-
ing the CiteSpace bibliometric tool, this study systematically reviewed the literatures on rural tourism
development in China from the CNKI and Web of Science (WoS) core databases (2000—2024). It
comparatively analyzed the differences and commonalities in research stages, hot topic, and method-
ologies between domestic (Chinese) and international (English) contexts. The findings reveal that:
1) Research in both Chinese and English contexts shows rising popularity, yet with distinct
stage characteristics. Domestic studies are policy-driven, forming a practice-oriented frame-
work around rural revitalization, cultural-tourism integration, and common prosperity; interna-
tional studies focus more on micro-level issues like sustainability, community empowerment,
and rural gentrification, reflecting critical perspectives. 2) The dynamic interplay between insti-
tutions and culture constitutes the core logic of rural tourism development. Domestic research
emphasizes the enabling role of policy rigidity in cultural capitalization, while international re-
search examines the contest between cultural authenticity and institutional power under global-
ization. 3) There are significant methodological divergences: Domestic studies prioritize policy
validation and quantitative analysis centered on industrial development, whereas international
studies predominantly employ qualitative deconstruction, centering on communities and indi-
viduals. Key implications suggest that future research should deepen exploration in three critic-
al dimensions: theoretical integration and framework innovation, methodological innovation,
and thematic refinement and expansion. Particularly, there is a need for cross-disciplinary ap-
proaches that bridge the gap between policy implementation and community-based sustainable
development models. Additionally, longitudinal studies tracking the socio-economic impacts of
rural tourism could provide valuable insights for both academic and practical purposes.

Key words: rural tourism; rural revitalization; thematic differentiation; theoretical commonal-
ity; ‘institution-culture’ coupling perspective; cross-contextual comparison
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