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Between emotion and landscape: Yi-Fu Tuan’s place-based
experiences and writing arts

WU Peijin, YE Chao’
(School of Geographic Sciences, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Since the 1970s, the value of "emotion" in geographic research has been highlighted, resulting in a
humanistic geography that focuses on human experiences and emotions about places. The process of shaping
"place" is also the process of individual growth and human cultural evolution. It is important to explore how
humanistic geographers like Yi-fu Tuan write about place at the methodological level. From the perspective of Yi-
fu Tuan's "self", this paper rediscovers and recreates his place experiences, focusing on the relationship between
place experiences and individual thought formation, life practices and emotional changes, and analyzing his
writing arts in order to grasp the core concepts and methodological elements of humanistic geography. Yi-fu
Tuan's distinctive writing art is formed mainly through "five combinations": the combination of geography and
philosophy, the combination of dialectic of dualistic values, the combination of experience and experiment, the
combination of linguistic expression and cultural comparison, and the combination of paraphrase and self-
narrative. Yi-fu Tuan's humanistic geography reveals the complexity and vividness of the interaction between
"emotion" and "landscape", and the essence of place and self in a constantly intertwined and co- generative
process.

Keywords: humanistic geography; geographic thought; experience; landscape; philosophy of geography; cultur-
al geography



