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Abstract: This study introduces the overall distribution of biological coasts of China, and concludes that Tamarix communi-
ty, herb community, mangrove forest, and coral reef are four representative types of biological coasts which are widely dis-
tributed along the coasts of China. The biological characteristics and the distribution of the four typical biological coasts are
summarized. China’s biological coasts suffered great damage since 1950 due to a lack of cognition of its extremely high value
in ecologic, tourism, fishery and scientific research. Three main damages are pointed out: 1) mangrove and herb coasts dam-
aged by land use conversion, 2) coral reef destructed by excessive excavation and environmental deterioration, and 3)
Tamarix community degradation caused by soil salinity increasing. Along with these damages, China has made continuous ef-
forts to reduce and restore biological coasts since the 1980s: 1) biological parks and coast reserves have been constructed, 2)
law systems concerning the protection of biological coasts have been established, 3) many researches on biological coasts and
their recovery technology have been conducted, 4) three major marine projects which are tightly related to biological coast
protection and restoration were proposed in the 13th Five—Year Plan of China, progresses have been made ever after. To find
out the restoring effect of the four typical biological coasts, field surveys at Rizhao, Weifang, Shanghai, Shantou, Shanwei and
Xuwen were conducted during 2017 and 2018. Preliminary results showed that China’s biological coast restoration is devel-

oping rapidly. The ecological, environmental and tourism value of biological coasts, have been improved significantly. Con-
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sidering the current restoration and development of the biological coasts of China, we pointed out several important matters

which should be highly valued in future restoration.
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