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China’s Initiation of the Nuclear Weapon Project

Yu Daguang

(Chinese Academy of Engineering Physics, Beijing 100088)

Abstract: This paper intends to reveal the decision-making process and the epoch background of China’s
nuclear weapon project. As one of the men involved in the project, the author reviews the whole process of devel-
opment of the first generation of nuclear weapon in China. It is made clear that, owning to the spirit of
self-dependence, hard struggle and broad cooperation, the breakthrough of A-bomb and H-bomb technologies and
their subsequent weaponization was realized with simple and crude means in a short time. To illustrate, the author
analyzes the situation in which some major problems arose and then were tackled. To conclude, the research un-
derground of and the prospects for development of the second generation of nuclear weapon are discussed briefly.
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