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Fig.1 Evolutionary models and typologies of special zones
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Fig.2 Classification of free economic zone
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Fig.3 Evolutionary models and typical examples

of trade-based free economic zones
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Table 1 The overview of Chinese bonded port zones and bonded logistics zone (2009)
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Table 2 The overview of Chinese comprehensive bonded port zones (2009)
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Table 3 Incentives of free economic zones in Korea (2002)
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Table 5 The national comprehensive reform pilot areas of China
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Establishment and Model Selection of Free Trade Zones in China Based
on Graduated Sovereignty and Policy Geographical Differentiation

MENG Guang-wen

(School of Urban and Environmental Science/Institute of Free Economics Zone, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin, 300387, China)

Abstract: The Special Zone is the economic, political and military zone with special objectives inside or out-
side a country, or cross border area by sharing economic incentives and administrative privileges. As the basis
for political and military zones, Chinese economic special zones, specially Chinese trade-based free economic
zone, such as bonded zone, bonded logistic zone and bonded port zone, not only responds to changes in the
global economic and trade patterns, deepen the reform and opening up, and promote the economic restructur-
ing, but also faces the theoretical predicament of the further development and transformation. Moreover, few
studies focus on the model selection and theoretical basis on the establishment of free trade zones in China.
Therefore, based on graduated sovereignty theory and policy geographical differentiation, this paper analyzes
the current situation of graduated sovereignty and policy spatial division of China, and formulates the theoreti-
cal foundation, the types and spatial model of China’s establishing free trade zone with the development mod-
el and path of free trade zone and free port city in Tianjin. The study suggests that China has already been im-
plementing the hierarchical management policy based on graduated sovereignty theory, and in fact, there are
various types of graduated sovereignty. Therefore, the establishment of free trade zone with enclave customs
territory is just new development and exploration of China's grating sovereignty in the economic field both the-
oretically and practically. The model of Chinese trade-based free economic zone shall include bonded ware-
house zones, cross-border trade zone, free trade zones, free trade port zone, free ports, and free city. For pro-
moting the formation and development of world city, free trade zones should be established step by step by fo-
cusing on "Zhujiang River Delta", "Changjiang River Delta" and "Bohai Bay Rim" and gradually extended to
border crossing and nodes on the mainland area. Tianjin Dongjiang Free Trade Zone should be a competitive
location choice in Bohai Bay Rim. Thus, this study will not only enrich the theories, and but also will be bene-

fit for model selection of the establishment of free trade zones in China.

Key words: free economic zone; free trader zone; graduated sovereignty theory; policy geographical differenti-

ation; Tianjin Dongjiang free trade port; Shanghai Pilot Free Trade Zone



