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From Object-oriented to People-oriented: A Reflection on the Museum Idea
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Abstract: There is a consensus among the contemporary museum academic circles, which emphasizes the
priority of public in both museum theory and practice aspects in order to work through the dominant position
of object for long. Thus, this idea derives a series of discourse expressions about the museum transform,
such as “from object-oriented to people-oriented”, “people-oriented”, “visitor-centered”. For a while, visitor
or public is becoming a hot spot of academic interest and writing, which is embodied in the research issues,
such as public service, display idea, learning experience, community participation. This paper argues that
the concept “from object-oriented to people-oriented” is far from the focus from the museum objects to the
public in museums, what’s more important is the individuals and groups behind the museum objects, even the
museum professionals are no exception. That is to say, the idea of “from object-oriented to people-oriented”
should be understood as a transformation: from the museum myth which emphasizes evidence (objects),
empirical study and order, to a new museum horizon which focuses cooperation (people), relationship and

humanity.
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