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Figure 1 Relationship between natural resources and natural objects,

natural resource products, and natural resource assets
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On the legal concept of natural resources
based on the parrot case

HUANG Xisheng, WANG Zhongzheng
(School of Law, Chongging University, Chongqing 400045, China)

Abstract: The legal concept of natural resources is the basis of natural resources law research. The
phenomenon of “different judgments between similar cases” of the Shenzhen “parrot case” and the
Jiangxi “parrot case” highlights the judicial abuse resulting from the lack of legal concept of
natural resources. At present, the academic interpretation of the legal concept of natural resources
mainly transplants the scientific concept of natural resources, and forms the interpretation path of
“state theory” and “behavior theory” respectively according to the objectivity and subjectivity of
natural resources, which are difficult to achieve logical self-consistency. The formation of natural
resources legal concept has limited autonomy, and is restricted by the particularity of natural
resources and the binding of legal norms. The legal concept of natural resources needs to be based
on its generative logic, that is, legal natural resources refer to all things of natural formation or
natural generation in nature that can be used by human beings and are not yet products, and are of
national or collective ownership. The legal concept of natural resources reflects the natural, social,
and legal attributes of natural resources, and is the necessary expression for natural resources to
integrate into legal norms.

Key words: natural resources; natural resource assets; natural resource products; legal concept; par-
rot case
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