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Study on the Reverse Glass Painting Portrait of a Lady of the Qing Dynasty
Collected by the China National Museum of Women and Children
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Abstract: The Reverse Glass Painting Portrait of a Lady of the Qing Dynasty collected by the China
National Museum of Women and Children originates from an oil painting titled Portrait of The Fragrant
Imperial Concubine in Court Attire. This article analyzes the content depicted in the Portrait of the
Fragrant Imperial Concubine in Court Attire and argues that it has no relation to the painting which
mentioned above. After listing nine other highly similar series works, the article asserts that the late Qing
Dynasty oil painting Fourth Concubine of He Xing in Hong Kong painted by Guan Xiaocun marks the
beginning of the entire series. As the only reverse glass painting in the entire series, the Reverse Glass
Painting Portrait of a Lady of the Qing Dynasty illustrated the final days of the export Chinese reverse

glass paintings in the 19th century, making it even more precious.

Key Words: Reverse glass painting; Chinese export art; The Fragrant Concubine; Giuseppe Castiglione;
Fourth Concubine of He Xing in Hong kong, Guan Xiaocun
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