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THE CONCEPT AND THE WORK OF ANIMAL TAXONOMY

Hwane FU-sHENG
(Peking Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica)

In the present paper the author is chiefly concerned with the concept of classi-
fication and the work of animal taxonomy as well as the application of binominal
nomenclature.

Animal taxonomy is a science of the natural relationships among species and
higher categories, which exist in the world and have been formed through evolution.
To each species and each higher category is assigned only one position and one
system in animal taxonomy.

It is an important problem to evaluate the characteristies.

The application of binominal nomenclature and the development of identification
technology are not the same things. The scientific name of species should be uniform
and constant. It should not change with the times, identical technologies, ete.

The history of biological systems is a history full of struggles between the new
and the old, between truth and falsehood, and between materialism and idealism.

Modern binominal nomenclature and that of Linnaeus are same in form, but so
different in concept and in essence.

The scientific names of all categories are not only symbols, but also the result of
systematic classification which reflects the natural relationship in evolution.

The law of priority and the law of homonymy keep the identity and constaney
of the scientific name with the exception of the name that has a reactionary meaning.

In nomenclature, the author proposes the abolition of Latin words. But he thinks
the Latinization of a scientific name would be necessary.





