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Abstract: A river valley is a container of living, production, ecological, and cultural elements,
and a link connecting different times, spaces, and elements. It is also one of the areas with the
most tense relationship between people and land at present. Under the background where major
national strategies continue emphasizing the comprehensive protection of the river valley
environment and the high-quality development of the urban-rural system, it is essential to focus
on the evolution of the human-land relationship in the human settlement spaces within the river
valley areas as well as the theories and methods of the spatial planning of the river valley areas,
from the perspectives of geography, urban and rural planning, archaecology, landscape
architecture, and other fields. It is necessary to improve the understanding of the evolutionary
trajectory of civilizations in different river valleys and the interaction and exchange of
civilizations across river valleys, and to consider the buildings, blocks, towns, regions, and
natural environment within the river valleys as a “community of shared life” with mutual
influence and interdependence. At the same time, it is necessary to combine water area, land,
landscape, heritage and other elements to conduct the urban and rural spatial research and
planning of the river valleys with the support of modern information technology. Thus, we
bridge the gap between “past- present- future” and “representation- mechanism- strategy” in
urban and rural settlements in the river valley, and explore strategies based on the ideas of
systems, human-land adaptation, and comprehensive approaches to meet the systematic needs
of the territorial spatial planning.

Keywords: river civilization; urban and rural built environment; livability; watershed spatial
planning; high-quality development



