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Abstract: The heavy haze during January 2013in China has drawn public attention worldwide. Based on the available
data reported in the media, we evaluate the direct economic loss due to the heavy haze during this period. The results find
a lower bound of the total direct cost on health and transportation attributed to the heavy haze is 23 billion Chinese Yuan,
among which the east cities and the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region of China suffered the most. The cost due to increased

outpatient and emergency accounts for 98% of the total direct economic cost of the event, and is nearly twice as much as

the total cost of health impacts attributed to particulate air pollution in non—haze events estimated in the literature.
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