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Exploring Ethical Issues in Epidemiological Field Study

Feng Kui

(School of Basic Medical Science, Peking Union Medical College, Beijing 100005, China )

Abstract: An epidemiological field study is an important method in public health research, and its process

involves a large number of ethical issues. A significant number of problems have been overlooked in previous

studies, such as a lack of attention to scientific reviews of projects, lack of attention to the public health attributes

of epidemiological field study, lack of attention to field staff protection, and lack of public health awareness

among the subjects. These problems have significant negative effects on public health research. The purpose of

this study is to investigate and analyze the possible causes and mechanisms of these ethical deficiencies, and to

propose solutions. This study analyses a number of representative samples of ethical deficiencies in epidemiologi-

cal field study practice based on ethical principles, and identifies possible causes of these deficiencies, as follows.

First, deficiencies in management mechanisms for human resource development have led to weak ethical aware-

ness among staff. Second, there is no code of ethics or ethical conduct appropriate to the actual work of epidemi-

ological field study that is easy to implement and monitor. Third, ethical works can emphasize form rather than

substance, and can lack supervision. Fourth, there is insufficient public health education and publicity for the pub-

lic. To improve the above situations, we recommend the following: strengthening human resource building; estab-

lishing a code of ethics for epidemiological field study; strengthening the construction of an ethical monitoring

system; and strengthening public health research awareness and education.
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