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[ABSTRACT] China National Accreditation Service for Conformity Assessment (CNAS) laboratory animal
institutions accreditation is an important system for the management of laboratory animals in China. It is a third-

party evaluation on Chinese characteristics dedicated to ensuring the quality and welfare of laboratory animals in

China. The American Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care (AAALAC)

certification provides global services about animal welfare evaluation and ethical certification, which are

important for management and use of laboratory animals. This study compared and analyzed the nature of CNAS

and AAALAC, the nature of CNAS accreditation and AAALAC certification, the evaluation principles, required

documents, the evaluation process, the management of reviewers, and the acceptance of results, and discussed

the differences and characteristics of the two evaluation systems for laboratory animal institutions.

[Key words] Laboratory animal institution; CNAS accreditation; AAALAC certification; Welfare of laboratory

animals
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