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Abstract: Hot Water Tombs are important tombs along the Qinghai Road of the Silk Road and an important
proof of the contact, penetration, collision and blending of Eastern and Western cultures. Since the excavation
of the Hot Water Tombs in Dulan, Qinghai Province in 1982, through more than 40 years of archaeological
excavation and systematic research, a wealth of academic achievements have been formed, which has
attracted the attention of Chinese and foreign academic circles and society. This paper systematically
combs the archaeological excavation process and research work of Hot Water Tombs, and summarizes the
archaeological process of Dulan Hot Water Tombs in Qinghai from the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of

China to the present into four periods, so as to provide reference for deeper research in the next stage.
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