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Abstract: Natural gas, one of low-carbon energy sources, has become great concern of the global energy industry. The 27" World Gas
Conference (WGC) took place in Washington DC, USA, from 25 to 29 June in 2018, offering a comprehensive and systematic retrospect
and prospect concerning the development of world natural gas industry over the past three years. This conference has reached the follow-
ing common views: natural gas is a kind of low-carbon, clean, green and diversified "reliable, affordable & sustainable" energy source;
the world natural gas market displays a relatively loose status; LNG is the focus of the current world natural gas development; methane
leakage and emission has become one of the public concerns; the flexibility of the natural gas, the carbon storage technologies and carbon
pricing regime have been making natural gas become complemented with renewable energy sources; increasing natural gas self-sufficien-
cy is a powerful means to stabilize regional prices and to decide the price fixing right; and to strive for government support and attract
public attention and participation. Based upon the information and understandings obtained from this conference, the following sugges-
tions are thus proposed for further development of natural gas industry in China: to make greater efforts to domestic conventional and
unconventional natural gas exploration and development; to complement such bottlenecks of key core technologies such as engineering
technology; to take into full account both upstream and downstream natural gas business; to prevent and control the methane leakage all
through the whole industrial chain; and to formulate policies on natural gas import trade as a whole.
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