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The Antecedents and Consequences of Graduate
Students’ Academic Digital Hoarding Behavior
An Exploratory Research Based on Grounded Theory

Dai Bao Zhang Pengjin Wang Yueqian
(School of Management, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230009, China)

Abstract; [ Purpose/Significance | This paper aims to explore the antecedents and consequences of graduate students’
academic digital hoarding behavior. [ Method/Process| Taking 20 graduate students as subjects, the study conducted the
semi—structured interviews so as to obtain the research data, and then analyzed the data by utilizing the grounded theory
method. Through open coding, axial coding and selective coding, 44 initial concepts, 16 categories and 8 main categories
were summarized, thereby the antecedents and consequences of graduate students’ academic digital hoarding behavior were
discovered. [ Result/Conclusion| Results show that the antecedents of graduate students’ academic digital hoarding behav-
ior include personal —related factors (individual differences and motivations ), academic digital resource related factors
(qualitative, quantitative, and acquisition characteristics), and environmental/situational factors (technological, social,
and task situation factors). Meanwhile, graduate students’ academic digital hoarding behavior could result in psychological
consequences ( cognitive and emotional effects) , behavioral consequences (impact on personal academic information man-
agement behavior and scientific research task completion) , economic consequences ( expenses for storage device purchase
and costs of online storage service) , and social consequences ( establishing a good social image and improving interpersonal
relationships) .
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