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[ Abstract] Objective To learn and evaluate the awareness level of TB key message among residents in China
through the nationwide sampling investigation in Provinces/Municipalities/ Autonomous Regions not including Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan Regions in 2015 and to provide scientific evidence for strengthening future health promo-
tion and health education on TB control. Methods From August to September in 2015, multi-stage stratified
clustered sampling method was applied to select 181 survey sites nationwide including 84 urban sites and 97 rural
sites. All 33 357 subjects who were 15 years old and above at the investigation sites were interviewed with the same
questionnaire, out of it, 33191 (99.50%) questionnaires were qualified in 31 Provinces/Municipalities/ Autonomous
Regions including Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps. Results The general awareness rate of all 5 key
messages after population standardization is 74.45% (3 605 116/4 842 350). Compared with the rate of 56.99%
(720 912/1 264 905) . obtained in the 5th Nationwide TB Epidemiological Sampling Survey conducted in 2010, it’s
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substantially increased. The awareness rate of the first key message, the infectious channel of pulmonary TB is
transferred via respiratory tract, is 81.20% (786 413/968 470) while it was 67.97% (171 961/252 981) in 2010;
the rate of the second key message, cough and/or coughing with sputum for more than 2 weeks is highly suspicious
of TB, is 88.06% (852 825/968 470) while it was 74.41% (188 252/252 981) in 2010; the rate of the third key
message, if you’ re suspected of TB., you should go to the formal hospitals for consultation, is 92.61%
(896 895/968 470) while it was 61.51% (155611/252 981)in 2010; the rate of the fourth key message, TB exam
and treatment is partly free of charge service, is 49. 80% (482 254/968 470) while it was 30. 74% (77 757/252 981)
in 2010; and the rate of the fifth key message, the majority of pulmonary TB patients can be cured, is 60.58%
(586 729/968 470) while it was 50. 33% (127 331/252 981). Overall, the awareness rates are higher among groups
with education level over college and above (81.94%, 4075/4973), offices and institutions staff (80.60%,
2285/2835), Central region (78.85%, 6738/8545), urban population (75.66%, 13 688/18 092), and Han nationa-
lity (74.78%, 21 526/28 786); some groups are relatively lower yet: illiterate or semiliterate population groups
(55.17%, 2140/3879), ethnic minority group (65.53%, 2876/4389), the elders (67.09%, 5356/7983), the
Western region (68.52%, 8938/13 044) and rural population (71.01%, 10 722/15 099). Conclusion
with 2010, the awareness level of TB key message on TB control among residents in China is increased, yet it’s

Compared

relatively lower among the groups of the elders, ethnic minority, population in the Western region and rural areas.
Health education on TB control knowledge should be strengthened and emphsised for these key groups and

population.
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