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Fig.1 The subsidence range of various areas at the plain north of the Wanda Mountain
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THE MARSH GENESIS AND THE LAW OF
PEAT DISTRIBUTION IN THE SANJIANG PLAIN

Niu Huanguang Song Hai uan Meng Xianmin
(Changchun Institute of Geography, Academia Sinica)

Key words; Marsh genesis; Peat; The Sanjiang Plain

ABSTRACT

The Sanjiang Plain region is one of the main marsh distribulion regions in
China, mhere marsh covers an area of 11200 km?_, The marsh formation resulted
from the synthetic action of such natural factors as regional geological siructure,
geomorphology, composition of surface materials, climate, hydrology, etc, Mosi
of marshes did nol accumulate peat because of the 1estraint of regional natural
conditions, such as big precipitation variability, smooth and shallow negative
landform, etc, The peat marsh only developed at the ancient channel fed with °
groundwater, the middle and upper reaches of somc marsh rivers and deep -
depressions,

The peal of this region belongs to herb peat originaled from water-body
paludification, and iis spatial distribution is unbalanced, The peat deposil in the
plain area is characterized by a small quantity and abundani rescrves, while the
peat deposit in the mountain aiea is characterized b a great quantity and scarce .
reserves, There are big deposits with rich peat reserves in the eastern part of
the plain and small oncs with little peai reserves in the weslern parl of the plain,

The peatlands are chiefly distributed at negative lanaforms such as ancient
channels, floodland, riverbed-floodland, valley depiessions and thermokarsi

depressions,
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