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Truth, Goodness, and Beauty in the Philosophy of Engineering
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Abstract: Truth, goodness, and beauty are not only ideal humanistic pursuits, but also realistic engineering
practices; they are the eternal themes of philosophy. “Truth” is the regular understanding of nature, society, and
human engineering practice; it is the indispensable ideological premise and foundation of engineering activities.
“Goodness” is a rational expectation of human freedom and liberation; it is the purpose and motivation inherent in
engineering practice. “Beauty” is a metaphysical impulse of human instinct for external things. It runs through the
process of human engineering creation and can be understood as the inexhaustible source and driving force of
Engineering beauty. Truth, goodness, and beauty are related to each other; they also mutually restrict each other.
They form an inseparable unity, resulting in various spiritual states of human engineering beauty. Engineering
beauty is a unique aesthetic type, which is different from natural and artistic beauties. We should not only carry out
philosophical reflection and research on engineering beauty, but also carry out the same on various spiritual states
of engineering beauty.

Key Words: engineering; philosophy; philosophy of engineering; truth, goodness and beauty; spiritual
state



