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STUDIES ON THE LIFE-HISTORY OF THE MILLET
STEM BORER (D/ATRAEA SHARIINENSIS EGUCHI)
IN PEKING

Tsao Cai, 1.1 K. P, ANp CH1A P. H.
North China Agricultural Research Institute

1. Ti\e millet stem borer is a destructive insect pest in North China. It
causes damage to the seedlings of millet which become twisted and die as a result
of primordial destraction.

2. This insect overwinters mainly in the millet stubble as larva. The over-
wintering period “lasts from the middle of September to the middle of May
next year.

3. The mortality at the end of the overwintering period was found to be
67.095 and 74.69; in the years 19561 and 1952 respectively.

4. 'The first moth, appeared on May 21, 1951 and May 15, 19562. The
flight of the overwintdring moths lasts about 40 days.

5. Eggs are laid in masses. During oviposition the female prefers a smooth
surface to a less smooth one. l.arge egg masses are always found on smooth
surfaces. One female can lay as many as 173 eggs. Hatching percentage was
found to be 72.59; on the average.

6. There are three generations a year. The first generation larvae cause
the most severe destruction to the millet seedlings. The second generation larvae
are unimportant economically due to the high rate of parasitism. As much as
938.49, of them were ‘parasitized at the end of July, 1951. Increase in borer

population occurs in the third generation.





