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Regional Differences and Changes of Head Direction Tradition in Taihu Neighborhood

Prehistoric Tombs and Concurrently Discussion on Background of Liangzhu Old City’s Rise
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Abstract: There is obvious regional difference in pottery combinations among western Taihu, northern Taihu
and Southern Taihu during Majiabang period. This difference gradually declines from Songze to Liangzhu
period, indicating cultural assimilation and fusion. This trend also appears in the tombs’ heads direction
tradition in this region. In Liangzhu old city, funeral custom, jade and funeral goods and some potteries are
most related to lower Tunxi and Chaohu waters. Based on research of head directions in tombs, though south
is the dominant style in the whole Taihu during Liangzhu period, ancient residents in Liangzhu old city use

two different head directions in funeral custom.
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