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Fig. 2 Transformation of spatial function in Huishan ancient town
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Table 4 The present situation and structure of mixed culture’s coexisting and nesting in Huishan ancient town
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The Production of Space and Identity in Cultural Heritage Tourism Destination:
A Case Study of Huishan Ancient Town in Wuxi,China

GUO Wen'?, WANG Li’

(1.College of Tourism and Urban Management , Zhejiang Gongshang University » Hangzhou , Zhejiang 310018, China;
2. First Grade Post Doctor Mobile Research Station of Business Administration, Yunnan University, Kunmin Yunnan 650091, China;

3. School of Tourism Management, Wuxi Institute of Commerce, Wuxi, Jiangsu 214153, China)

Abstract: Under the background of tourism developing, Huishang ancient town, a cultural heritage and tourist
destination, is experiencing the conflict and integration between local tradition and modern development.
Based on documental analysis, the thesis teased out the documents on space production, space identity and the
application of them in ancient town research. Applying the method of participant observation, in-depth inter-
view content analysis and tomography of anthropological film, it also made a survey on the production of the
physical, social and multi-cultural space in Huishan ancient town as well as analyzed the tendency of the
multi-body identity. During the transformation, the physical space of the ancient town tends to be capitalized;
social space tends to be a non-community with connection of business and industry relation. The Greater li-
quidity of it is increasing. The function and association of it tend to be socialized with the main body generaliz-
ing. Different culture appears to be mixed and coexists in cultural space. The residents, elites and some tourists
show the tendency of humanistic identity and focus on the internal identity formed subjectively. Space develop-
ing leaders, developers and some tourists show the tendency of structuralistic identity and focus on observing
problems with a perspective of regeneration. They emphasize the process and construction. Study shows the
identity tendency that the residents prefer tangible development to intangible increase. This basically reflects
that it is remarkable whether the result of tourism development can meet the needs of the residents and be
shared with them. Identity is basically culture related. But culture always tends to be rheologic. In order to
keep the culture produced open and multiple, make the residents and tourists not be doubted or confused, the
independence, inheritance and orientation of production in ancient town should be maintained. Culture balance

based on the third space should be constructed actively.

Key words: the production of space; the third space; identification tendency; cultural security; Huishan ancient

town



