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Fig.1 Construction of resilience governance
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Facing Uncertainty: The Dilemmas of Social Governance in China
in the New Stage of Development and Its Response

Wen Jun'’, Liu Yuhang'?

(1. The Center for Modern Chinese City Studies & School of Social Development, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200241, China; 2. Shanghai Social Science Innovation Research Base of ‘Research on
Transitional Sociology with Chinese Characteristics’, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: China is in a new stage of development to comprehensively build a socialist modern country and
march towards ‘the second Centenary Goal’, and the direct risks it faces are gradually turning to potential un-
certainty. It is found that the uncertainty factors of development environment, development subject and devel-
opment mode are simultaneously increasing, which jointly promote the uncertainty to become an overall char-
acteristic of Chinese society in the new stage of development. This has had an great impact on the current prac-
tice of social governance in China, resulting in suffering from multiple dilemmas at the levels of value, action,
method and result. At the value level, risk thinking still dominates governance practice. At the level of action, it
is naturally difficult to deal with uncertainty. At the method level, the traditional governance mechanism is dif-
ficult to normally take effect. At the result level, uncertain consequences of social governance occur frequently.
In this regard, it is necessary to promote the construction of ‘resilience governance’ from the dimensions of
subject empowerment, mechanism innovation and system creation based on a new uncertainty thinking. What
need to be done to get out of the dilemma of China’s social governance in the new development stage and im-
prove the efficiency of governance, resilience governance would be helpful as it provides important guidance
for coping with uncertainties. More specifically, what should be done, first of all, is to cultivate the uncertainty
thinking and vitalize the concept of ‘resilience governance’. In the second, it is supposed to strengthen the em-
powerment of the subject and build the basis for action of resilience governance. Thirdly, innovating gov-
ernance mechanisms and building a ‘modular’ governance approach should be taken into account. And finally,
strengthening the establishment of the system and promoting the deep change of governance form are neces-
sary. However, the construction of resilience governance model needs multi-disciplinary, multi-subject and
multi-sector cooperation. Meanwhile, uncertainty also requires an integrated analysis across disciplines. At
present, it is urgent to take uncertainty as the theoretical guidance, social governance as the practical platform,
and adopt an ‘integrated disciplinary approach’ to realize the integration among different disciplines. Therefore,
we hope that this article will inspire more scholars to think about ‘uncertainty of social development’ from an
interdisciplinary perspective, and provide more practical and forward-looking ideas and methods for the trans-

formation of social governance in China at the new stage of development.

Key words: the new stage of development; uncertainty; governance dilemma; resilient governance
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