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Changes in the Environment of Scientific Instruments
Development: Investigation of the Development of Domestic
Laser Doppler Velocimeter Since 1970s

Liu Niankai

(Department of the History of Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Currently, the R & D level of scientific instruments in China lags behind advanced countries. The
perspective of the history of scientific instrument enables us to investigate the reasons for this situation. This paper
presents a study on laser Doppler velocimeter. Based on various historical records, we obtain that the environment
of domestic research and development of the instrument has been decreasing since the 1970s; the lack of financial
support and other reasons jointly contributed to this change.

Key Words: scientific instrument; history of scientific instrument; laser Doppler velocimeter;
instrument research and development; “neck sticking”



