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Fig.2 Multi-scale mechanism of resilience of rural settlements
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Rural Settlements Research from the Perspective of Resilience Theory

Li Hongbo

(School of Geographical Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu,China )

Abstract: With the rapid progress of urbanization, rural development in China is facing increased vulnerability
and instability. Under the policy guidance of rural revitalization and urban-rural integration, rural settlements
are gradually showing a transformation trend of diversification and differentiation. It is an important task for
rural geography to explore how different types of rural settlements deal with the disturbance of internal and ex-
ternal environment and reveal the multiple paths of rural settlements transformation. The notion of resilience is
rapidly gaining ground as both a targeted process of societal development and as a research topic. Since the ear-
ly 2000s, the concepts of resilience and vulnerability have begun to provide an important conceptual frame-
work to understand how communities respond and adapt to environmental and societal changes. The resilience
theory provides a new perspective for the study of rural settlement geography, and is of great significance for
exploring and improving the ability of rural settlement systems to resist and resolve internal and external distur-
bances and sustainable development. Based on the resilience theory, this paper expounds the concept and theo-
ry of resilience, proposes to explore the multi-functional transformation of rural settlements from the perspec-
tive of resilience theory, to carry out systematic research on the resilience of rural settlements, and to analyze
the measure of rural settlement resilience from the scale correlation and interaction mechanism of resilience.
On this basis, this article proposed a resilience theory framework focused on the rural settlement. It will also
try to seek an adaptive transformation path coupled with disturbance and impact for rural development, put for-
ward the resilience strategy of the rural settlements development in China to provide theoretical guidance for

the rural sustainable development, and rich rural geography theoretical research.

Key words: rural settlement; resilience theory; rural transformation; rural multifunction



