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The Research on Funeral System in Qing Dynasty: The Transformation from Cremation to
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Abstract: There are two types about funeral system, one only refers to the treatment about deceased
on narrow sense; while broadly speaking, the other one includes customs, sacrificial system, mourning
system and other aspects followed by death. This paper only refers to the former one. The people of
Manchu had been used to cremating their dead clansman in Qing Dynasty, a custom from Niizhen. At the
beginning, it was just a consuetude, at last it turned into a legal system gradually. However, influenced
by the integration of Man - Han culture and other factors, cremation was considered as an illegal custom,
and imperial court developed the appropriate regulations about it. Finally, cremation was replaced by

inhumation.
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