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An Analysis of Sanmenxia Dam’s Real Risk Aversion

Zhang Chuncheng

(Center for Studies of the Yellow River Civilization and Sustainable Development, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001)

Abstract: After three “ups and downs” during the planning and designing stage, the project of the Yellow
River Sanmenxia Dam finally completed in 1960. After two times reconstructions and three times change of its
operation mode, the dam realizes the working mode of “storing clear water and draining sand-containing water”.
On the basis of the lessons learned from the Dam, the paper proposes the idea that an unique ecosystem and living
environment have been formed in the middle and lower valley of Yellow River. Sanmenxia dam cannot be
abandoned or blowed up. To construct an ecological system in Yellow River is an effective measure to avoid the
risk of Sanmenxia Dam.

Key words: Yellow River flood; Sanmenxia Dam; risk aversion
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