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Effect of OpeningW estern Part of Inner M ongolia for Cultivation on
Change of M u UsDesert at the End of the Qing D ynasty

HAN ZhaoQ ng

(C enter for H istorical Geograph ic S tudies Fudan Unuwersity, Shanghai 200433 )

Abstract This article tries to restore the scope and location of the reclanation in them dd k and south part of the
O rdos area inchiding EjnH oy Otog Uxin banners and O dos downtovn area at the end of the Q ng Dynasty
Then it can pares then w ith that of today’ sM u U s Desert based on an evilential research of the changes of place-
names and adm nistratve d visbng w ith thematernls collected fran historical literatures ancient and contem pora-
ry maps and bcal arch ves It concludes that the land opened br cultivatbn at he end of the Q ng Dynasty can be
divided into the Dllowing tracts 1) most part of today’ s O os uban area 2) the north part of E jn H oro Banner
and the area east to theU lanM own R iver 3) part of O tog Banner and Taole County of N ngxia HuiA utonanous
Regon. Sane of these regionswere located at the edge of the Mu U s Desertwhile others beyond its scope M oreo-
ver with an analysis on the background and process of the reclamation it aigues that open ng InnerM ongolia for
cultivaton at the end of the Q) ng Dynasty has evaded the fragile areas which is vaherable to desertificatbn As a
result the reclanation at the end ofQ ing Dynasty hard ly play a role in he devebpment of Mu U s Desert
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