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Abstract: Research is considered to be one of four fundamental museum practices, equal to collecting,
preserving and display. As such, it is understood to provide the basis for many other activities carried
out in museums. Yet research remains an ambiguous component of museum practice, sometimes
entirely invisible to the public eye. Moreover, it remains a neglected topic in museology, with only a
few publications on the subject since its disciplinary reinvention at the turn of the 1990s. In this article,
it explores museological strands towards research in museums and identify gaps in the literature. By
carving out a space for a critical analysis of museum research within contemporary museology, it aims
is to explore the place of museum research within the wider hierarchy of science. By doing so, take
an epistemological approach to museums as public institutions in the borderland between science and

culture.
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