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Nanotechnology: New Frontier for National Security

Li Sanhu

(Guangzhou Administration Institute Research Center for Marxism, Guangzhou 510070)

Abstract: It is recognized that nanotechnology should inspire next industrial revolution at atomic level with
dual-use. With its potential applications in military, territory, economy, and politics comes a serious strategic
problem: we cannot wait for the commercial application time of nanotechnology with a threat to national security.
As one of a few developing countries committed to nanotechnology, China is still left far behind the developed
countries, which is known as “nano-gap”. The gap says if China cannot obtain the positive effect in nanotechnol-
ogy development, she would have to accept the negative effects, such as direct threats from its military applica-
tions and indirect threats from international competition in this field. Considering the comprehensive interests of
the country, China is obliged to enhance the consciousness of “nano-gap”, to maintain the strong impetus in re-
searching, and to promote innovations for industrialization and national defense applications so as to drive the na-
tional-security-oriented research and application development of nanotechnology to a new high level.

Key words: nanotechnology revolution; new frontier for national security; consciousness of nano-gap



